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Patient Information Leaflet

Introduction
Once your baby leaves our Neonatal Unit they will be seen at
regular intervals by a neonatal clinic. The reason for these regular
check-ups is to identify any issues relating to your baby’s
development and growth. Issues such as these are more common
in babies who were born very prematurely and who were very small
in weight.
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At around two years of age we may call your child in for a formal
developmental assessment called the Bayley-III screening test.
This will be in addition to all the assessments done by your child’s
health visitor.
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Which children have the Bayley-III screening
test?
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Not all children have this test. We screen children who were born
before 31 weeks of pregnancy and/or who weighed less than 1.25
kilograms (kg) (less than 2lb 7oz) at birth.
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If your baby meets the criteria for the test, an appointment will be
sent to you when your child is about two years of age. A leaflet
which explains the test in more detail will be sent with this
appointment letter.

Where will the screening test be carried out?
The test will be either at Russells Hall Hospital or your referring
hospital, if this is different from Russells Hall Hospital. At Russells
Hall Hospital the appointment will be held in the Children’s
Assessment Unit in the Children’s Outpatient Department.
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What will happen at the screening test?
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The test usually takes the form of a fun play session with your child
during which we will check your child’s gross and fine motor skills,
communication and cognitive ability (thinking skills). Gross motor
skills include movement of the arms, legs, feet and of the entire
body so we will look at your child crawling, running and jumping.
Fine motor skills are the smaller actions, such as grasping an object
between the thumb and finger or using the lips and tongue to taste
objects.

If you have any questions or if there is anything you do
not understand about this leaflet please contact:
Paediatric secretaries on 01384 456111
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