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Why do I need a Las ng Power of A orney? 
 

1.  If there comes a me when the law says 
 that you do not have mental capacity, 
 perhaps because of a medical condi on 
 such as Alzheimer’s, brain injury or a 
 stroke, an LPA will allow the people you 
 have chosen to make decisions  for you.  
 
2. If you have a carer who helps with your 
 day to day affairs, you could appoint your 
 carer  as an A orney to deal with your 
 property and financial affairs.  
 

What is mental capacity? 
‘Mental capacity’ is the ability to make decisions 
for yourself. A person may not have mental  
capacity if they have an illness or disability such 
as a mental health condi on or demen a.  
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When should I make a  
Las ng Power of A orney? 

 
Now! If you are ever in a posi on where  
someone needs to make decisions for you, 
without an LPA that person would have to  
apply to the courts for a Deputyship Order 
which is more expensive, takes several months 
and would result in your assets being frozen 
un l the Deputyship Order is approved or  
rejected.  

 
I have been diagnosed with Demen a.  

Is it too late to make an LPA? 
This will depend on how advanced your condi-

on is and in some cases whether a doctor 
says that you s ll have mental capacity. If a 
doctor says that you do not have mental ca-
pacity then there remains an op on for some-
one to apply for a Deputyship Order. 
Ask us for more informa on about this   
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o control your future…whatever happens 

What is a Las ng Power of A orney (LPA)? 
It is a legal document that allows a person of your choice  
to make decisions on your behalf. When making an LPA, 

you are known as the Donor because you are dona ng  
the  ability to make  decisions to someone else.  

 
The person you are dona ng that ability to is  

known as your A orney. You can have  
                                           more than one A orney.  
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